
(tCongrerJS: of tbe Wniteb ~tates:

Basbtngton, jJ9(tC 20515

September 26, 2002

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr .President:

We are writing to express our deep concern with the Administration' s advance notice or
proposed rulemaking which appeared in the Federal Register on July 2, 2002 with regard to
potential changes to existing federal consistency regulations adopted pursuant to section 307 of
the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA).

It appears that the advance notice of proposed rulemaking would open the door to allow
potentially harmful changes to be made to the existing federal consistency review regulations -
regulations which were revised less than two years ago at the culmination of five years of
deliberate and active consultation with the coastal States and other stakeholders, including
indU$try. Any proposal that might limit the types of Federal activities that trigger a State's
consistency review, or any proposal that might severely constrain the abilities of coastal States to
protect their coastal resources, would appear unwarranted, unnecessary and publicly
unacceptable. Rather than refinement, such a rulemaking would serve only to endanger the very
successful foundation of the CZMA Federal-State partnership that has ensured the p.rotection of
coastal resources and communities for nearly 30 years.

As you know, the CZMA was passed in 1972 to effectively manage the competing uses of
natural resources within the Nation's coastal zone. The Act has been instrumental in assisting
coastal States and the Federal Government find solutions to extremely challenging issues,
including wetland and coastal preservation, commercial development, urban growth, port
expansion, fisheries management, water qualitY protection, energy exploration and development,
public access and recreation, and marine resoUrce preservation.

Central to the effectiveness of the CZMA is the Act's "consistency review" process. Federal
consistency grants to coastal states with Federally-approved coastal management programs
(CMPs) the authority to evaluate all federal activities, development projects, pennits and licenses
that may affect a State's coastal zone to ensure that such activities are consistent to the maximum
extent practicable with state coastal zone management plans and policies. In creating this
authority, Congress recognized that Federal interests and activities need to be balanced with the
environmental and economic interests of coastal States. In addition, Congress recognized that
unless federal agency actions were consistent with state coastal zone management plans, the
over-arching national interest of the CZMA would be subverted.



Therefore, we respectfully request that you withdraw this ill-advised advance notice of proposed
rulemaking and urge your administration instead to focus on working collaboratively with the
Congress, coastal states and other stakeholders to reauthorize the CZMA before the lO7th

Congress adjourns.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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Letter to President Bush
Re: NOAA's Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Regarding Changes to Existing
Federal Consistency Regulations Adopted Pursuant to Section 307 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act
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Rep. Nancy Pelosi
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Rep. Peter DeFazio
Del. Robert Underwood
Rep. Nita Lowey
Rep. Rosa DeLauro
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